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Fireman surround the tail section of a Pan American 747 after it was blown up by guerrillas in Cairo. 

'DID PASSENGERS GET OUT?' 

Blast Turns the Night Into Day 



Hijacking of 747 

By RAYMOND WILKINSON 

) United Press International Writer 

CAIRO — The Pan Ameri- 
can 747 jet circled Cairo air- 
port in the early morning 
' darkness today before touch- 
ing down on the main runway, 

" its landing lights blazing. 

Only authorities and a hand- 
fid of newsmen gathered on 
•the observation deck knew the 
, drama in the aircraft where 
{ Palestilinian guerrillas held the 
171 passengers and crew mem- 
ber captive. 

The newsmen rushed to try 
, to get a view of the plane as 
’ ambulances, military vehicles 
, and fire engines roared to its 
" side. 

j Suddenly an explosion 
. ripped through the plane, turn- 
j ing night into day and illu- 
minating the craft’s blue and 
. white fuselage and tail. 
t “Oh my God,” someone 
. said. “Did the passengers get 
out?” 

’ Flames Consume Plane 

A burst of machine gun fire 
echoed through the night as 
: the flames flared along the 
length of the shiny, $23 million 
; plane and up its six-story tall 
tail. The huge plane disinte- 
grated. Firemen sprayed arcs 
of foam on the wreckage. 

' Moments later, the newsmen 

! learned the passengers were 
safe. They had been taken 
i from the craft and put aboard 
■ buses for the short drive to the 
j airport lounge. 

‘ There they told a harrowing 
1 tale of confusion and fear in 
the darkness. 



Was Cool, Calm 

The three guerrillas, who 
told police they put nine time 
bombs in various sections of 
the aircraft, appeared calm.-. 

They were smartly''' 
dressed — one in a sports jack- 
et and slacks, another with a 
shirt and tie and the third with 
a polo shirt. They did not 
smile. 

Flight Directors Story 

John Ferruggio, 47, of Bos- 
ton, flight director of the 747, 
recounted what happened. 

“Just as we left Brussels, 
two very smartly dressed 
youths who said they were 
from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) walked up to the 
cockpit They were both 
armed with grenades and a 
gun. 

“While one went into the 
cockpit, the other stayed be- 
low with passengers and said 
they were taking over the air- 
craft. They told everyone to 
stay still and that the plane 
was going to Beirut. 

“As soon as it arrived in 
Beirut, we picked up nine 
PFLP men with .45-caliber 
pistols and a suitcase full of 
grenades. Then the guerrillas 
started to wire up explosives 
in the first class cabin as the 
plane waited at Beirut airport. | 

‘Cool and Calm’ 

“All along the hijackers were 
cool and calm and we could 
converse with them at all 
times. The passengers were . 
clam throughout the trip. 

“As soon as we left Beirut 
with only one of the nine who • 
had gotten on there— making a 
total of three guerrillas 
aboard— they said we were 
going to Cairo and told us we 
would have eight minutes to 
evacuate the aircraft. 

“We briefed the passengers 
in the evacuation procedure 
and lined then up at the emer- 
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LEILA KHALED 
Held in Foiled Hijacking 
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Escape From 747 Recounted 



Continued From Page A-l 
gency exits. We instructed 
them to take off their shoes 
and then as soon as we 
touched down, we shot through 
the chutes. 

“We all ran like helL Every- 
where bullets— tracer 
bullets— were zinging through 
the air anf we didn’t know who 
was friend or foe.” 

As Ferruggio spoke, the 
glow of the burning plane, the 
first 747 jet to land at Cairo 
Airport, still could be seen in 
the distance. 

Ilene Longergan, a steward- 
ess from New York City, said, 
“as soon as the plane stopped 
in Cairo we let the chutes 
down as fast as possible and 
scrambled out. We began run- 
ning and running. We got into 
a bus. 

“One of the hijackers was 
trying to get on the bus too 
and someone knocked him off. 
We were sitting on the floor of 
the bus because we could see 
tracer bullets and we were af- 
raid they were shooting at us 
I’ve never been so scared 1 in 
my whole life. I thought it was 
all over.” 



Telling of the situation on 
the plane, she said. 

“They’d come back to us 
and say things like if their 
demands weren’t met, they 
were going to 'blow up the 
plane in two hours. They were 
going on with their philosophy 
and everything and really 
scaring people. 

“It wasn’t until we were 
nearly in Cairo that they 
promised they wouldn’t hurt 
anyone. They were saying 
America had hostages of 
theirs and they were going to 
hold the plane until their de- 
mands were met. 

“They had guns and gren- 
ades. They were pointing guns 
in your face and I know they 
had . guns at the backs of the 
other stewardesses. 

“They were really pretty 
nice but it made you nervous 
because they had their fingers 
on the trigger. 

“We served the passengers 
meals and drinks and tried to 
keep it as calm and as normal 
as we could. But the passen- 
gers were fantastic.” 

Mr. and Mrs George DuPont 



of Miami, Fla., said they got 
away from the plane as soon 
as they could. 

“Within moments we heard 
machine gun fire,” DuPont 
said. “We kept moving. This 
was followed by four explo- 
sions. On board, the Palestin- 
ians wanted to know who we 
were and took our passports. 
It was actually almost like a 
comedy— a black comedy.” 

Jan Schriber of Albuquer- 
que, N.M., said, “As soon as 
the plane landed and the doors 
opened, the passengers began 
to slide down the emergency 
chutes and began running. 
They did not stop. 

“I took a child out with me. 
The passengers were calm and 
remained seated throughout 
until they left the aircraft. 

“As soon as we got out of the 
plane, there was gunfire. But 
everyone kept running and 
crew members with flashlights 
turned them off and kept run- 
ning.” 

Scores of the passengers and 
crew were bruised during the 
evacuation but there were no 
^reportsof serious injuries. 
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